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Chinese Ten 2-4 players  52 cards  Difficulty: Easy  Duration: Short

Capture the most cards, especially red cards, by pairing cards that sum to 10.

SETUP

Deal 4 cards to each player.
Place 4 cards face up on the table.
Redeal 4 cards when hands are empty.

ON YOUR TURN

Play one card from your hand.
Capture a table card if the two sum to 10, or match face cards
by rank.
Trail your card if no capture is possible.

SCORING

30 points for red card majority.
3 points per Ace, 2 points per 10, J, Q, or K.

Tip: Prioritize capturing red cards for the massive 30-point majority bonus.

Chinese Ten is a fishing card game from China where players
capture table cards by pairing them with cards that sum to 10.
It is simple to learn and popular among families and casual
players.

Objective

Capture the most cards by playing cards that combine with
table cards to total 10. Face cards and tens are captured by
matching their own kind.

Setup

1. Players: 2 to 4 players.

2. Deck: A standard 52-card deck.

3. Deal: Deal 4 cards to each player and place 4 cards face
up on the table. Continue dealing 4 cards at a time when
hands run out.

Gameplay

1. Step 1: On your turn, play one card from your hand.

2. Step 2: If your card and a table card sum to exactly 10
(for example, a 3 captures a 7), take both cards.

3. Step 3: Tens capture tens, Jacks capture Jacks, Queens
capture Queens, and Kings capture Kings by matching.

4. Step 4: If no capture is possible, leave your card face up
on the table. After all hands are played, deal 4 more cards
each until the deck is exhausted.

Scoring

30 points for the player who captures the most red cards
(hearts and diamonds).

3 points for each captured Ace.

2 points for each captured 10, Jack, Queen, or King.

Games are usually played over multiple rounds with a
cumulative target score.

Variations

Chinese Ten with Trumps: Designate a trump suit each
round, with trump cards being worth double points.

Simplified Chinese Ten: Only count the number of
captured cards, with the most cards winning, making it
easier for beginners.

Tips and Strategies

Prioritize capturing red cards since the 30-point majority
bonus is the biggest scoring element.

Hold onto cards that pair well with likely table cards rather
than trailing them early.

Remember that Aces are worth 3 points each, making
them high-priority captures.
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Tips & Strategy

Focus on red cards for the big 30-point majority bonus.
Aces are each worth 3 points, so capture them whenever
you can.

Since the red card majority bonus dominates the scoring,
experienced players focus almost exclusively on
capturing hearts and diamonds early. Managing which
cards you trail is also important to avoid feeding
opponents.
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