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2 players 52 cards Difficulty: Easy Duration: Short

SETUP

« Use a standard 52-card deck, split evenly (26 each).
« Both players deal 4 cards face-up, creating a shared 8-card
layout.

SCORING
« First player to empty their pile wins.
« No points; it is a single-round race.

California Speed is a frenetic two-player card game where
both players play simultaneously, racing to match cards on a
shared layout. Unlike regular Speed, players match by rank
rather than sequence, creating a different kind of fast-paced
challenge.

Objective

Be the first player to get rid of all your cards by covering
layout cards with matching ranks.

Setup

1. Players: 2 players.
2. Deck: Standard 52-card deck, divided evenly (26 cards
each).

3. Layout: Both players simultaneously deal 4 cards face-up
in a row, creating a shared 8-card layout.

Gameplay

1. Simultaneous Play: Both players play at the same time
— there are no turns.

2. Matching: Cover any face-up layout card with a card of
the same rank from the top of your pile. For example,
cover a 7 with any other 7.

3. Speed: Play as fast as you can. When a card is covered,
the new top card is what matters for future matches.

4. Stuck: If neither player can play, both simultaneously deal
4 new cards face-up on top of the existing layout
columns.

5. Continue: Keep playing and re-dealing until one player
empties their pile.

Be the first to play all 26 of your cards by covering layout cards with matching ranks.

ON YOUR TURN

« Both players play simultaneously; there are no turns.

« Cover any face-up layout card with a card of the same rank
from your pile.

« When stuck, both players deal 4 new cards onto the existing
layout.

Tip: Scan all 8 layout positions at once rather than checking one by one.

Winning
The first player to play all 26 of their cards wins the game.

Tips and Strategies

e Scan all 8 positions quickly — matches can appear
anywhere.

e When re-dealing, immediately look for new matches
before your opponent.

e Speed and pattern recognition are more important than
any specific strategy.

Tips & Strategy

Develop peripheral vision to scan the entire layout at
once. Good California Speed players see all eight
positions simultaneously rather than scanning one by
one.

While largely reflex-based, experienced players learn to
anticipate which cards are likely to appear and position
their attention accordingly.
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